LEGACY OF THE PLAINS
2930 Old Oregon Trail, Gering NE 69341 * 308-436-1989

Museum Collections Policy

Legacy of the Plains is charged with building a collection of material and objects pertinent to the heritage of North Platte Valley and High Plains, thereby fulfilling the stated mission of the museum to collect, preserve, and interpret the history of settlement and agriculture of the region for present and future generations.

(a) Museum objects that shall be collected and maintained by Legacy of the Plains are those which relate to the pre-historic and historic occupation of the North Platte Valley and those people associated with it, the archaeology of Native American and Westward Expansion sites, the lives of pioneering settlers, the establishment of irrigation systems, the development of rural communities, the diversity of culture in the High Plains, and the innovative technologies and cultural practices of raising animals and crops – including cattle, sheep, potatoes, sugar beets, corn, beans, and wheat – in a semiarid High Plains environment.
(b) Legacy of the Plains seeks quality artifacts that are documented as to provenance, date, age, location, and so forth.  The quality and historical relevance of the museum collections is stressed over the quantity of collections.

(c) Objects and materials of historical significance that are worthy of preservation will be accessioned into the Museum collections.  Legacy of the Plains Board of Directors may also accept donations of objects for interpretative purposes into the Use Collection.  These objects may be consumed with use, and, if so, will be discarded. These items will be registered as a donation to the museum but will not be accessioned or considered a part of the formal museum collections.

(d) Physical, graphic, or photographic reproduction of objects in the museum collections, made for the sole purpose of sale of such reproductions, is expressly forbidden without the written permission of the Board of Directors.

(e) Museum objects and information about these objects will be made available to the public regularly through exhibits and interpretive programming.  Museum objects in storage may be made available for research purposes within the constraints of staff availability and the safety and security of the museum objects themselves.

(f) Museum objects shall not be exhibited or otherwise used in such a way as to cause unnecessary damage to the objects themselves.  The Board of Directors shall monitor such uses and shall be authorized to order such changes in exhibit technique or other use as needed to protect objects in the museum collections.

(g) Indefinite loans are discouraged, but the Board of Directors has discretion to approve indefinite loans on a case-by-case basis.  Temporary loans for limited periods of time may be accepted for specific exhibits or research purposes at the discretion of the Board of Directors.

(h) Objects may be deaccessioned and considered for the purpose of selling or for exchanges for something else, which would further the development of the museum's objectives.

The Acquisition Policy:  "Accessioning is the formal process used to accept and record an item as a museum or collection object.  Acquisition is the discovery, preliminary evaluation, negotiation for, receiving ownership of, and taking custody of museum objects for addition to the association’s collections.”

(a) Acquisition Criteria:  Objects and materials to be collected must meet all of the following conditions before being acquired by the Board of Directors.

1. The donor must have clear title.

2. The objects or materials must, if possible, be documented as to provenance.

3. The historical significance of museum objects must be relevant to the heritage of the North Platte Valley and High Plains.

4. All moral, legal, and ethical implications of the acquisition must have been considered and resolved by the Museum board.

5. If an object is for sale, funding must be available.

6. Legacy of the Plains must have the resources to properly care for the proposed acquisition.

7. Ordinarily, acquisition should occur without donor restrictions. Exceptions include objects or materials whose benefits outweigh the possible burdens of donor restrictions. Use and disposition of acquired objects and materials will be at the discretion of the board unless otherwise specified. 

8. The acquisition of material or objects must conform to the museum collections policy.

(b) Means of Acquisition.:  Objects and materials may be acquired by purchase, bequest, gift, exchange, field collection, excavation, abandonment, or any other method which transfers title to the museum.  All rights, including reproduction, title, and interests shall be obtained by the Board of Directors for all potential acquisitions without restrictions or limiting conditions, if possible.  If not, acquisitions shall have the potential of being converted to free and clear title under appropriate law.

(c) Acquisition Procedure:  All donations and gifts to Legacy of the Plains must be approved by a majority vote of the Board of Directors. However, the Executive Director-Curator of the Museum may directly accession photographs or paper items for the archive that are of historical value but which will not require significant care resources. A list of items approved in this manner will be submitted to the Collections Committee and Board of Directors. In all other cases, the Executive Director-Curator of the Museum recommends the acquisition of objects and materials to the Collections Committee, which makes recommendations to the Board of Directors.

1. A record or file will be maintained on all permanent acquisitions of Legacy of the Plains.  Records will include legal documents, inventory, and historical information.

2. Objects and materials in the Museum collections will be retained permanently if they continue to be relevant and useful to the mission and purpose of the museum, and if they can be properly sorted, preserved and used.

3. Deaccessioning of objects may be considered when one or more of the criteria no longer prevail.

4. The Board of Directors does not guarantee to keep the donated material together as a unit.  Objects, manuscripts, books and photographs will be accessioned by the appropriate department.

5. Gifts to Legacy of the Plains are deductible from taxable income in accordance with the provisions of the Federal Income Tax law.  Appraisals of the value of the material or objects cannot be made by the donor, an employee, a friend, or a relative of the donor, a Legacy of the Plains employee, a board member, or a friend, a relative of staff, or a board member.  Donors desiring to take an income tax deduction must obtain an independent appraisal. Copies of the appraisal must be filed with the donation.

(d) Miscellaneous:  No staff member may obligate the Board of Directors to the acceptance of any material or object not consistent with the intent or spirit of the acquisition policy.

The Deaccession Policy:   "Deaccessioning is the process of removing permanently accessioned objects from the museum collections.  This deaccession process should be cautious, deliberate, and ethical."

(a) Deaccession Criteria:  In all instances of potential deaccessioning, the historical significance of an object shall be considered of primary importance and will override any of the other criteria.  Deaccession may occur:

1. If the museum object or material is outside the scope of or is irrelevant to the mission of the Association as expressed and determined by the Board of Directors and the Museum Acquisition Policy.

2. If the museum object or material has failed to retain its documentation or authenticity or has been lost or stolen and remains lost for longer than two years.

3. If the museum object or material is duplicated in the collection.

4. If the Board of Directors is unable to preserve the museum object properly.

5. If the museum object or material has deteriorated to the degree that it cannot be used for museum exhibit or research purposes.

(b) Application of Criteria: The Executive Director-Curator with help of the Museum Collections Committee will recommend to the Board of Directors the deaccessioning of museum objects or materials based on the above criteria. Such recommendations will specify the source of the museum object, the criteria under which it is to be deaccessioned, and the recommended means of disposal, which may include the exchange, sale (negotiated, private, public auction, sealed bid, or open bid), destruction, or transfer to another museum department or another organization.  The Board of Directors, with the approval of at least 50% of the  board members, must approve in writing all museum objects to be deaccessioned.

(c) Restrictions:  Before any museum object is recommended for deaccessioning, reasonable efforts shall be made to determine whether the Board of Directors has the legal authority to do so.

(d) Disposition:  Material or objects approved for deaccessioning from the museum collections will be:

1. Offered to original donor, if possible.

2. Transferred to another museum or public educational institution with preference to regional institutions.

3. Exchanged with individuals, organizations, institutions or other sources for objects needed in the museum collections.

4. Sold

5. Destroyed.

(e) Documentation:  Documentation will be maintained by the Museum Collections Department on the disposition of all deaccessioned material or objects.

(f) Conflict of Interest:  Museum objects shall not be given, sold, or otherwise transferred, publicly or privately, to employees, officers, or directors of Legacy of the Plains or their immediate families or representatives.  In the event of a sale, the objects will be appraised by an independent, qualified appraiser.

(g) Proceeds: All proceeds resulting from the sale of deaccessioned museum objects from the museum collections shall be deposited to the credit of the Purchase Fund.

(h) Public Disclosure:  A list of all materials and collections that have been deaccessioned from the Legacy of the Plains collections within the past five years shall be kept current and may be distributed in response to any responsible inquiry.
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